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INSTRUCTIONS 
VII – QUALIFYING EXAM
The Qualifying Exam is required in the Master's, Doctorate, and Direct Doctorate programs.

The applicant is responsible for the enrollment in the qualifying exam within the deadline established in this Guidelines according to sections VII.1.1, VII.2.1, and VII.3.1.

The exam shall be performed no later than ninety days after enrollment. 
The graduate student who does not take the qualifying exam within the deadline will be disconnected from the program, according to USP Graduate Policies and Guidelines.

The student who fails the qualifying exam can repeat it only once and shall register again within 30 days after the first exam. 
The second exam must be carried out within ninety days after the second registration. If the failure persists, the student will be disconnected from the Program and will receive a certificate for the disciplines taken.

The qualifying exam committee consists of three Ph.D. examiners, one of whom must be a full advisor to the Program.
VII.1 Master 

VII.1.1 The master students shall register for the exam within a maximum of eighteen months after their first enrollment in the course and have completed at least ten credits in disciplines.

VII.1.2 The qualifying exam aims to assess the knowledge acquired in disciplines and on the project topic, in addition to the student's ability to carry out a research project.

VII.1.3 The forms of presentation and assessment of the Qualifying Exam are specific to each of the courses and are available and updated on the Program's website.

VII.2 Doctorate
The Ph.D. student shall register for the Qualifying Exam within twenty-four months after the start of the term in the course and have completed at least ten credits in disciplines.

VII.2.2 The Qualifying Exam aims to assess the candidates’ ability to independently develop their thesis project.

VII.2.3 The forms of presentation and evaluation of the Qualifying Exam are specific to each of the courses and are available and updated on the Program's website.

VII.3 Direct Ph.D.

VII.3.1 The Ph.D. student shall register for the Qualifying Exam within thirty months after the beginning of the term in the course and have completed at least twenty credits in disciplines.

VII.3.2 Qualifying Exam in the Direct Doctorate is the same as that of the Doctorate. The exam is carried out following the Doctorate's rules.
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